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Ram Singh and Subhan Singh also accompanied the party.
Fifty thousand gold coins were given to Shah eAlam personally
and fifty thousand were given to the party for the expenses
of the expedition.1 In recognition of his services Khwaja
c Abid was awarded a robe of honour and a horse with golden
trappings, and the title of Qilich Khan.

It seems that Qjlich Khan did not see eye to eye with
Prince Shah *Alam on certain religious matters, the latter
being inclined towards the Shia sect while he himself was a
man of orthodox views. As the latter's views ran counter to
those held by the Prince, he left his party without even asking
his permission, and joined the Emperor. When Aurangzib
came to know of this affair, he ordered Ihtimam Khan,
Kotwal, to put Qilich Khan in custody. He was, however,
pardoned and released after a few months. As a strict disci-
plinarian Aurangzib did not even spare his own sons if they
did anything against his will.

Having regained the confidence of the Emperor, Qilich
Khan was re-appointed to the post of Sadr-i-kul in 1681,
after the death of Rizwl Khan. Next year he was directed to
accompany prince A'zam in his campaign in the Deccan
where prince Muhammad Akbar had taken refuge at the
court of Sambhaji, son of Sivaji. In his place Sharif Khan
was appointed as Sadr-i-kul by royal orders.2 When taking
leave of the Emperor, Qilich Khan was given a robe of
honour, a horse and the right of playing kettle-drums.3 This
latter right was a special favour granted only to the nobility
of high rank. It was not to be exercised in the presence of the
Emperor, nor within a prescribed distance from the place
where he happened to be residing.

In the 29th year of Aurangzib's reign Qilich Khan was
appointed to the governorship of Zafarabad (Bidar), and
was awarded a robe of honour, a suit of armour and an
elephant. Najabat Khan and Asalat Khan, sons of Sayyid
Muzaffar Haiderabadi,4 and Ikram Khan, Nasir Khan and

1 Mtfdthir-i-'Alamgin, p. 203           2 Op. at., p. 219.           3 Ibid., p. 214.

4 Najabat Khan and Asalat Khan joined Sheikh Nizam Haiderabadi,
deserting the cause of the Emperor, prior to the first siege of Golconda. Qilich
Khan^ reposing full trust in them sent them to serve as guides for the forces
of IrLcIce Shah 'Alam and Khan Jehan. The roving parties of Qutbu'l-Mulk's
generals, under the command of Sheikh Nizam, harassed the Imperial forces.